Inspiration Business Trip to:
The Dutch Caribbean Islands from May 12th till May 20th and Suriname on May 23rd and 24th 2011.
The Inspiration Business Trip from May 12th till May 20th to the Caribbean islands of the Kingdom of The Netherlands offers inspiring, business opportunities considering the new status of the Dutch Caribbean islands since October 10th of 2010. The participants are mostly business associates and representatives of branch organizations, government-agencies and other organizations in the Caribbean countries of the Kingdom as well as from The Netherlands. This business trip will firstly focus on the six Caribbean islands of the Kingdom and will be continued with a. visit to the Republic of Suriname on May 23rd and 24th. 

This inspirational business trip focuses mainly on sustainable innovations and investments. 
In this new phase that the Caribbean islands of the Kingdom have entered recently, the focus is on stimulating the (social) economic development by attracting businesses that are interested in building lasting business relationships instead of pursuing short term deals. ‘New’, because St. Maarten and Curaçao now have an semi-autonomous status similar to that of Aruba,  while Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba – also known as “Caribisch Nederland” – now have a status  comparable with municipalities in the Netherlands. The Inspiration Business Trip does not only addrerss itself  to small and medium business-enterprises but also to larger companies of the Dutch Caribbean islands, Suriname and the Netherlands. 
Why an Inspiration Business Trip?

A business trip to the Dutch Caribbean islands and Suriname, can assist you in extending your business contacts. Just now, it can be rewarding to broaden your horizon and to look further than the limited home-market. You might be confronting challenges and this is the moment to make use of your entrepreneurial qualities. Such a step may not be easy but the Inspiration Business Trip can strengthen your efforts: together with others you can explore the market and you can make use of the knowledge offered to you by InterExpo Caribbean, a company that has gained a lot of experience in this respect and in this area and that has an extensive  network of useful contacts in the region. To make this Inspiration Business Trip possible, the organization works closely with two successful Chambers, viz. the Netherlands-Caribbean Chamber of Trade & Industry and the Surinam-Netherlands Chamber of Trade & Industry, which both have an impressive, wide-ranging experience in assistance to the private sector and a vast network in the Caribbean region. 
The Chamber of Commerce of The Hague also is a co-operating partner in this Inspiration Business Trip, and it’s General Director Drs. Gert Zandsteeg has consented to act as the mission-leader. 
The recently enacted new state reforms and the expected economic growth of the Caribbean part of the Dutch Kingdom offer opportunities to private business enterprises. The six islands have become more autonomous after the dissolution of the Netherlands Antilles. The islands are prepared for more development and  economic growth. To achieve this there is a necessity for solid business partners, suppliers, exporters and investors. We are convinced that this means new opportunities for keen Dutch companies that are experiencing limited growth or even stagnation in their domestic market.
Matchmaking

In the matchmaking sessions, entrepreneurs and representatives of the six Dutch Caribbean islands, Suriname and the Netherlands will discuss the development of new cooperation relationships and on making the most of the opportunities in their respective markets. Doing business with the three special municipalities (“Caribisch Nederland”), might be unusual for Curaçao, St. Maarten, Aruba and Suriname. This unique trip will offer the opportunity to form new mutually beneficial partnerships that the organizers will facilitate with their matchmaking progam.
Opportunities Dutch Caribbean islands

An obvious theme is sustainable energy (it is no coincidence that the 13th congress ‘Zaken doen in een nieuw Koninkrijk der Nederlanden’ recently held in The Hague dealt with this subject). Solar energy, wind energy and energy through biomass are some examples of sustainable energy that can be important for the islands. But there are many other sectors that hold opportunities for entrepreneurs. The construction and maintenance of roads, harbours and public areas for instance will in all probability increase and developers, real estate agents and  construction companies should be able to make use of  opportunities in building second homes in the region. Other interesting sectors are aviation, health, telecommunication and of course tourism, which already is one of the main economic sectors of the islands. 
Opportunities Suriname

Suriname, which has been independent since 1975, is doing relatively well with moderate but consistent growth figures. Suriname is part of the CARICOM, the Caribbean organization of 15 states, that eventually will be an economic union, but at this moment in time is a customs-union with free movement of goods and services between the member-states and a common external tariff. Based on the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the EU, countries of the CARICOM, such as Suriname, have import tax free entrance for their export products to the European Union, although fairly strict conditions for admission have to be observed, especially  for foodproducts. Surinamese export products to European countries and CARICOM countries are rice, fish, detergents and household cleaning articles, margarine and spices, water and toilet paper. In our view these areas offer many possibilities, not only for Surinamese companies but also for the visiting entrepreneurs from the 6 islands and The Netherlands. Suriname is already well known as an outsource and offshore country for companies that want to lower their operational costs. Outsourcing and offshoring literally means transferring business activities from one country to another. An important inducement is that Suriname has a relatively inexpensive and Dutch speaking labour force. Furthermore, the country offers business opportunities  in the agro-industrial sector and in eco-tourism. 
An important feature for the longer term is Suriname’s membership of UNASUR, a treaty between the South-American countries which should eventually result in an economic union with free movement of goods and services among the membership of UNASUR.
Organization 

The coming Inspiration Business Trip is organized by InterExpo Caribbean N.V. in cooperation with the Netherlands-Caribbean Chamber of Trade & Industry and the Surinam-Netherlands  Chamber of Trade & Industry. The Chamber of Commerce of The Hague is also a co-operation partner with it’s General Director leading the coming Inspiration Business Trip to the Caribbean. 

Tailor made
As stated before all participants can experience many opportunities to get in contact with companies and/or organizations. The most effective way to do this, however,  is a “tailor-made” match where a suitable match is identified for a company or organization. It is evident that  this can only be done on the basis of a clear and explicit profile of the company in question that desires this match and a lucid description of the nature and specific features of the  business proposal that will be the subject of the deliberations with a matching partner. 

Tentative program May 12th to May 20th 2011:

12 May:  “Meet & Greet” party on St.Eustatius (evening)
13 May:  program St. Eustatius
14 May : departure from  St.Eustatius to Saba
15 May : program Saba
15 May:  departure from Saba to St. Maarten
15 May : program St. Maarten
16 May : program St. Maarten
17 May : departure from St. Maarten to Aruba
17 May : program Aruba
18 May:  departure from Aruba to Bonaire
18 May:  program Bonaire
19 May: departure from Bonaire to Curaçao
19 May : program Curaçao
20 May:  program Curaçao
20 May:  Farewell (beach)  party Curaçao
23rd and 24th  of May:  program Suriname 

For those interested there is the opportunity to participate in the follow-up of the Inspiration Business Trip to  Suriname on the 23rd and the 24th of May, departing to Suriname from Curaçao on May 22nd in the afternoon.
Prices
Participation Dutch Caribbean per island: € 350.00 per person; tax, travel and accommodation costs are not included. A second person or more people of the same organization will get a discount of 50%. When participating for one island/country costs are € 650.00 per person. Registration costs are € 35.00 per person.

Suriname prices: if one has participated in at least one of the Dutch Caribbean islands the price will be € 650.00 per person. For participation exclusively in the Suriname program the price will be € 750.00 per person.  In case of more than one participant of the same company/organisation, the above-mentioned  discount of 50% will be applied. 
Payment: 50% on confirmation, full amount before April 10th, 2011

Travel and accommodation arrangements can be made upon request.

Participants determine their own dates of arrival and departure.

Participants can choose their own accommodation if so desired.

Participants determine which islands they wish to visit. 

About InterExpo Caribbean N.V.

InterExpo Caribbean N.V. organizes trade missions, congresses and international events in the Caribbean, the Netherlands, Europe, Asia and North and Latin America since 1996.  The activities are focused on building and expanding stable economical and political relations with a specific focus on sustainable development. Example of this are the previously organized events focused on wind energy and solar energy, tourism, construction, on-shore and off-shore, second homes, partnerships, health, safety and environment, water management, (glass) recycling, sport, transport (sea, sky, roads), (industrial) maintenance, telecommunication and steady business in the Caribbean. 
For more information please contact:

Email: peter@interexpo.biz
www.interexpo.biz
Best regards,

InterExpo Caribbean N.V. 

